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David Callahan

RAINFOREST NARRATIVES:
The Work of Janette Turner Hospital

by David Callahan

‘Janette Turner Hospital is a writer of consummate
craft and visionary insight.” JOYCE CAROL OATES

Acclaimed writer Janette Turner Hospital conjures up a
rainforest for readers by weaving connection and meaning
into alabyrinth of characters and plot lines. From The Ivory
Swing to Orpheus Lost, Hospital’s award-winning novels
and short stories have challenged and intrigued readers for
over 25 years.

Hospital’s books tackle complex themes of dislocation,
identity, ethics and the nature of reality. David Callahan
analyses the major themes scattered throughout Hospital’s
books in this groundbreaking work of literary criticism.
By teasing out the hidden meanings in Hospital’s writing,
Callahan illuminates her literary talent and enhances the
reader’s enjoyment of her stories.

Rainforest Narratives is the perfect companion to
Hospital’s fiction for readers and scholars alike.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
DAVID CALLAHAN is an associate professor at the
University of Aveiro in Portugal. The editor of Australia -

Who Cares? (2007) and Contemporary Issues in Australian
Literature (2002), he has supported and taught Australian

literature in Europe for twenty years. Having immigrated to four different countries, he is well aware of the

experiences of dislocation that are central to Hospital’s writing.
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