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Description

Author of six novels, Christopher John Koch (born in 1932) is one of Australia’s leading novelists who enjoys worldwide recognition. Koch’s writing has its finger on the pulse of today’s changing society. Not only does his work fall within a universal stream but it also stands out as a production of its own, built like a puzzle with distinct pieces. Through fiction, Koch explores other genres – the fairy tale, drama, poetry – to the point of producing multi-faceted works which challenge classification. In spite of the constant renewal of his settings for action, one notices the presence of a main thread which runs through Koch’s fiction: the antipodean and ambiguous relationship between illusion and reality. 

This theoretically-informed monograph provides a book-by-book analysis of the novelist’s œuvre and gives a full picture of his Weltanschauung. It is valuable reference for scholars in Australian Studies, as well as those researching postcolonial, psychoanalytic and literary theories.

Reviews

Chad Habel, Australian Book Review 293, July/ August 2007, pp.57-8. (Correspondence: Toni Tan, ‘The finished article’, Australian Book Review 294, September 2007, p.6): “This is an important book, and a valuable contribution to what correctly identifies as a neglected area in Australian literary studies… Water from the Moon is a testament to the richness of Koch’s work and to the difficulty in analyzing, categorizing or pigeonholing it. It is a fitting (but backhanded) tribute to an author who has always vocally opposed the appropriation of his work for political, social or ideological ends.” 

Sue Ryan Fazilleau, Correspondances Océaniennes 6: 2 (dir. Christophe AUGIAS), novembre 2007, p.34 : “…un livre important qui comble de façon compétente une lacune reconnue dans la critique littéraire australienne contemporaine”.

CA Cranston, JASAL 7, 2007, pp. 116-21 : “…Water from the Moon is, importantly, relevant and topical…” 

Sur Internet : http://www.nla.gov.au/openpublish/index.php/jasal/article/view/649
Paul Sharrad, Postcolonial Text 3: 4, 2007 : “Another valuable feature of Water from the Moon is its bringing Koch commentary up to date, with chapters on Highways to a War and Out of Ireland. Vernay is to be commended on pushing through the post-thesis trough to produce this study.” 

Sur Internet : http://journals.sfu.ca/pocol/index.php/pct/article/view/827/511
Commentaire de Christopher Koch, publié sur le site internet de Cambria Press : “Jean-François Vernay has written an interesting study of my work, informed by a particular set of theories concerning the nature of literature. This is natural; every critic, like every creative writer, works within the framework of his own beliefs. In doing so, Dr. Vernay pursues his themes with considerable thoroughness, relating them to the broader topic of Australian literature in the 20th century in a way which should be of interest to other scholars in the field – and to anyone who is concerned with Australian writing, both at home and abroad. His book should provoke thought and discussion; and for this, I welcome it.” 
